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If the wheel rotates as shown, P will
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35
811 cases & 3,906 controls: Autism Spectrum Quotient (AQ)
BG et al 2014 PLOS One ’y
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Figure 3. The distributions of
autism spectrum conditions.
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ised (SQ-R) scores by the four groups: males and females with and without
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Fetal Testosterone: Organizational effects
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Amniocentesis and the

‘masculinization programming window’
12-19 weeks in pregnancy (n = 619)
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Autism: reduced pruning
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My child prefers to do things
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the same way over and over again.
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Amniotic Steroids: autism
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A4-sex steroid pathway
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Females with autism
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rat offspring
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Biological sex affects the neurobiology of autism
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Conclusions

+ Autism may be an extreme of typical male
development, in highly specific ways

+ Fetal steroids are associated with specific aspects
of typical sexual dimorphism, are elevated in autism,
and may be important in the aetiology of autism

* Need to study females with autism next, as well as
other male-biased neurodevelopmental conditions
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